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and wrote her life at the request of several princes;  having been witness of
her great miracles and virtues and her extraordinary light in spiritual things.
St Catharine wrote to Pope Gregory XI at Rome, strongly urging
him to contribute by all means possible to the general peace of Italy.
His holiness commissioned her to go to Florence, still divided and obstinate
in its disobedience.   She lived some time in that factious place in frequent
dangers of her own life;  in which she always showed herself most un-
daunted, even when swords were drawn against her.   At length she over-
came that obstinate people and brought them to submission, obedience,
and peace, though not under Gregory XI, as Baillet mistakes, but his
successor Urban VI, as her contemporary historian informs us.    This
memorable reconciliation was effected in 1378;   after which Catharine
hastened to her solitary abode at Sienna, where her occupation and, we
may say, her very nourishment, was holy prayer;   in which intercourse
with the Almighty he discovered to her very wonderful mysteries.   Some
of her discourses were collected and compose the treatise On Providence,
under her name.    Her whole life seemed one continued miracle;   but
what the servants of God admired most in her was the perpetual strict
union of her soul with God.   For many years she had accustomed herself
to so rigorous an abstinence that the blessed eucharist might be said to
be almost the only nourishment which supported her.    Once she fasted
from  Ash-Wednesday  till  Ascension-day,  receiving only the  blessed
eucharist during that whole time.   Many treated her as a hypocrite and
invented all manner of calumnies against her; but she rejoiced at humilia-
tions and gloried in the cross of Christ as much as she dreaded and
abhorred praise and applause.    In a vision our Saviour is said one day
to have presented her with two crowns, one of gold and the other of
thorns, bidding her choose which of the two she pleased.   She answered,
"1 desire, O Lord, to live here always conformed to your passion, and to
find pain and suffering my repose and delight."   Then eagerly taking up
the crown of thorns, she forcibly pressed it upon her head.   What above
all things pierced her heart was scandal, chiefly that of the unhappy great
schism which followed the death of Gregory XI, in 1378, when Urban VI
was chosen at Rome and acknowledged there by all the cardinals, though
his election was in the beginning overruled by the Roman people, who
demanded an Italian pope.   Urban's harsh and austere temper alienated
from him the affections of the cardinals, several of whom withdrew: and
having declared the late election null, chose Clement VII, with whom
they retired out of Italy and resided at Avignon.   Our saint, not content
to spend herself in floods of tears, weeping before God for these evils of
his church, wrote the strongest and most pathetic letters to those cardinals
who had first acknowledged  Urban and afterwards elected another;
pressing them to return to their lawful pastor and acknowledge Urban's